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...I think you ought to know how well written it is. It’s so clear 
it’s like seeing all the stats I’ve been supposedly studying  

for such a long time through a clean pair of glasses...



Second Edition
Andy Field University of Sussex

This new edition of Field’s textbook provides students 
of statistical methods with everything they need to 
understand, use and report statistics - at every level.  

Written in Andy Field’s vivid and entertaining style, 
and furnished with playful examples from everyday 
student life (among other places), the book forms an 
accessible gateway into the often intimidating world 
of statistics and a unique opportunity for students to 
ground their knowledge of statistics through the use of 
SPSS. The text is fully compliant with the latest release 
of SPSS (version 13).

Key updates in the new edition:

•  More coverage with completely new material on non-
parametric statistics, loglinear analysis, effect sizes 
and how to report statistical analysis. 

•  Even more student-friendly features, including a 
glossary of key statistical terms and exercises at the 
end of chapters for students to work through, with 
datasets and answers to chapter exercises on the 
accompanying CD-ROM. 

•  A larger and more easy-to-reference format: notation 
in each section identifies the intended level of study 
while the new 2-colour text design enhances the 
features in the book and, together with the larger 
format, provides extra clarity throughout.  

•  Online support for lecturers through a companion 
website specifically designed to complement the text.

Andy Field is a Senior Lecturer in Psychology at The 
University of Sussex where his success in making 
statistics accessible was recognized with a teaching 
award in 2001.
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‘The Second Edition of Andy Field’s Discovering 
Statistics Using SPSS is an excellent book and a 
valuable addition to the teaching of statistics. The 
title of the book accurately reflects the approach 
taken. This is not simply a primer on how to use 
SPSS, but is a very good statistics text using SPSS 
as a vehicle for illustrating and expanding on the 
statistical content of the book. At the same time it 
also serves as a manual for SPSS, and has taught 
me things that I had not known about the software. 
...It is impossible to review this book without 
commenting on Andy’s particular style. I enjoyed it 
immensely and think that it would appeal to both 
students and their instructors. It is refreshing to see 
someone who doesn’t take himself too seriously’ 
- David C Howell, Professor Emeritus, University 
of Vermont

Just some of the comments sent directly to the 
author from students and teachers using the 
First Edition.
Praise from students:
‘Without sounding like I’m going to set up a church in your name, 
I think you ought to know how well written it is. It’s so clear it’s like 
seeing all the stats I’ve been supposedly studying for such a long time 
through a clean pair of glasses’ - Megan Gray, University of Sussex

‘Your combination of the technical with the conceptual is just great. 
Your sense of humour doesn’t hurt either!’ - Abigail Levy

‘You have an unusual ability to explain complex things in a simple, 
understandable way’ - Ruth Mann

‘I would not have been able to finish my studies this easily if it weren’t 
for your book’ - Marleen Smits, University of Maastricht

‘Your book has made me a much happier student’ - Lisa Oliver, 
University of British Columbia

‘I’ve never seen the concepts explained so well or illustrated so 
clearly’ - Joel Philip

‘I defended my dissertation in psychology in March and your book 
SAVED MY LIFE!’ - Noelle Leonard

‘You are the epitome of a good teacher! Although I haven’t met you or 
sat in one of your lectures, your empathy and genuine desire to help 
students resonates in your book’ - Johannah Sirkka

Praise from teachers:
‘It completely transformed my teaching of basic statistics to the 
graduate students from “okay” to “great”. As a result, this year (and for 
the foreseeable future), I will be using your book as the chief text in 
the class’ - Michael Marsiske, University of Florida

‘I have prescribed your book for one of my courses this year, and can’t 
wait for my students to arrive. I have been teaching statistics for 25 
years and used a lot of different prescribed books. But this one is the 
best. You gave me a new insight into things I had trouble with over all 
these years’ - Henry Steel, University of Stellenbosch, South Africa

‘The way you’ve managed to bring the reader so quickly into the 
world of advanced statistics without a lot of technical jargon is quite 
remarkable’ - Michael A Karchmer, Director, Gallaudet Research 
Institute, Gallaudet University

‘Many thanks for writing such an excellent, inspiring book on a 
topic that is almost impossible to make interesting - something you 
have worked miracles on!’ - Dr Keith Tolfrey, Senior Lecturer, 
Department of Exercise & Sports Science, Manchester 
Metropolitan University

‘Since I discovered your discovery of statistics, I recommended your 
book to my colleagues and I guess that at least half of the department 
has your book on the shelf now. When somebody doesn’t know what 
to do with his/her data we just say, look it up in Andy!’ - Froukje Dijk, 
University of Maastricht
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‘The new edition of Field’s textbook confirms 
its place as the best statistics text for 
undergraduate social science students. It 
provides support for those less confident 
about statistical analysis whilst having 
sufficient depth that it will still be valuable to 
more mathematically experienced people. 
There is a focus throughout on the practical 
aspects of data analysis and interpretation 
whilst at the same time emphasizing 
the importance of rigour and a good 
understanding of theory… essential reading’ 
- Dr Ian Walker, Department of 
Psychology, University of Bath
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