MARX

Ethics and Political Philosophy

MA Social and Political Thought, optional course

Spring Term 2009

Tutor: Andrew Chitty

Course outline and reading list
This course focuses on Marx as an ethical and political thinker deeply formed by Rousseau, Kant and especially Hegel. It will look at a range of his works, beginning with his earliest, investigating his ideas of freedom, species-being, alienation, class, capitalism and communism, and asking on what basis he advocates the replacement of capitalism by communism and where he thinks the motivation to bring about this replacement will come from.

Abbreviations

*  =  essential reading for the seminar

+ = introductory

[el] = available online through the electronic library 

CE = L. Colletti ed. Karl Marx: Early Writings (recommended)

CW = Marx and Engels, Collected Works (recommended)

SW = Marx and Engels, Selected Works in Three Volumes, Moscow, 1969

MS = D. McLellan ed. Karl Marx: Selected Writings, 1978 (less good)

ME = D. McLellan ed. Karl Marx: Early Writings (less good)

A Marx bibliography

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/Users/sefd0/bib/marx.htm.

Texts

The Marxists.org site at http://marxists.org/archive/marx/works/date/index.htm has most of Marx's works in English. The MLWerke site at  http://www.mlwerke.de/me/default.htm has the best online collection of Marx's texts in German.

Commentaries on Marx's work as a whole

Kamenka, E. (1971) Marx. On the philosophical ideas in Marx


McLellan, D. (1971) The Thought of Karl Marx, 2nd ed. 1980. Gives introductions to the main periods and themes.


Kolakowski, L. (1978) Main Currents of Marxism, Vol. 1: The Founders. A classic.


Wood, A. (1981) Karl Marx, 2nd ed. 2004. An analytic discussion of philosophical themes in Marx's work.

Commentaries on Marx's ethics


Kamenka, E. (1962) The Ethical Foundations of Marxism, 2nd ed. 1972  


Kamenka, E. (1969) Marxism and Ethics
Commentaries on Marx's  early writings


Colletti, L. (1975) 'Introduction' to Karl Marx: Early Writings, ed. Colletti. Recommended.


McLellan, D. (1970) Marx before Marxism

Althusser, L. [1965] For Marx, chs. 1-2. Claims there is a major 'epistemological break' about 1846.


Macmurray, J. (1935) 'The early development of Marx's thought' in J. Lewis, K. Polanyi and D. Kitchin eds. Christianity and the Social Revolution

Commentaries on Capital

+
Fine, B. (1975) Marx's Capital, 3rd ed. 1989. A simple introduction to Marx's basic ideas in Capital.


Postone, M. (1993) Time, Labour and Social Domination: A Reinterpretation of Marx's Critical Theory


Kolakowski, L. (1978)  Main Currents in Marxism vol. 1, chs. 12-13


Sweezy, P.M. (1942) The Theory of Capitalist Development, chs. 1-12 . A full summary of Marx's substantive economic views, sees Marx as a general equilibrium theorist.


Cunningham, J. ed. (1987) Karl Marx's Economics: Critical Assessments, 4 vols. 

Books to buy

Karl Marx: Early Writings ed. L. Colletti (Penguin)

Capital volume 1 (Penguin)

1.
Introduction

Marx's philosophy is impossible to understand in isolation from Hegel's philosophy, and in particular from his Phenomenology of Spirit and Philosophy of Right. This seminar will consist in an introductory lecture outlining Hegel's metaphysical system as a whole and the role of the Phenomenology and Philosophy of Right in it.


Texts:


Hegel, G. [1807] Phenomenology of Spirit (or Phenomenology of Mind), ch. 4A  (the master-servant dialectic); the first three pages of ch. 5B (Miller translation paras. 347-350, Bailey translation pp. 374-376) (Hegel's account of mutual recognition), and the last two pages of  ch. 6 (Miller translation paras. 670-671, Bailey translation  pp. 683-684)


Hegel, G. [1820s] Introduction to the Philosophy of History, tr. Rauch, chs. 2-3 and pp. 67-82 (also translated as Reason in History, tr. Hartman, chs. 2-3 and pp. 78-95; and as The Philosophy of History tr. Sibree, pp. 9-53 and 63-79) (For a fuller version of the same material see Lectures on the Philosophy of World History: Introduction, tr. Nisbet, pp. 25-101, 138-151)


Hegel, G. [1821] Philosophy of Right (or Elements of the Philosophy of Right), Preface, §§1, 4-7, 11, 14-15, 20-21, 26-30, 142-157, 257-61. These give the essence of Hegel's later political philosophy.


On Hegel's thought as a whole:


Singer, P. (1983) Hegel, Pastmasters, reissued as Hegel: A Very Short Introduction esp. chs. 2, 3, 5. Still the best short general introduction to Hegel.


On the Phenomenology of Spirit:


Norman, R. (1976) Hegel's Phenomenology: An Introduction

Inwood, M. (1992) A Hegel Dictionary, entries on 'Freedom', 'Recognition' and 'Spirit'


On the Philosophy of Right
   Maletz, D.J. (1989) 'Hegel on right as actualised will', Political Theory 17 [el]. On 'will' as the foundational concept of Hegel's political philosophy.


Westphal, K. (1993) 'The basic context and structure of Hegel's Philosophy of Right', in F.C. Beiser (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Hegel

Chitty, A. (1998) 'Recognition and social relations of  production', Historical Materialism  2, secs. 1-4 [el]


Hardimon, M. O. (1992) 'The project of reconciliation: Hegel's social philosophy', Philosophy and Public Affairs 21 [el]

2. Critique of the modern democratic state 1

What is Marx's basic criticism of Hegel's political philosophy in the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right? What is his basic criticism of the modern state? What is his attitude to democracy? 

*
Excerpts from Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right (or Critique of Hegel's Doctrine of the State) [Mar-Aug 1843]: CE 58-100, 185-191 (or CW3 pp. 5-40, 115-121; Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right ed. J. O'Malley pp. 5-41, 115-121)


Supplementary texts:


'Letters from the Franco-German Yearbook' (or 'Letters to Ruge' or 'A correspondence of 1843') [Mar-Sep 1843], in CE. 2nd and 3rd letters. Focus on Marx's notion of the 'inverted world' and his view of representative democracy.

Hegel, G. [1821] Philosophy of Right, paragraphs corresponding to Marx's commentary


The critique of the Philosophy of Right
+
O'Malley, J. (1970) 'Introduction' to Karl Marx, Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right

Hyppolite, J. [1947] 'The Hegelian conception of the state and its critique by Marx', in his Studies on Hegel and Marx 


Leopold, D. (2007) The Young Karl Marx: German Philosophy, Modern Politics, and Human Flourishing, ch. 2


Marx and democracy:


Gilbert, A. (1991) 'Political philosophy: Marx and radical democracy', in T. Carver ed. The Cambridge Companion to Marx

Avineri, S. (1968) The Social and Political Thought of Karl Marx, ch. 1, sec. on 'classless society'; and ch. 8, sec. on 'Universal suffrage' or  Avineri, S. (1967) 'The Hegelian origins of Marx's political thought', Review of Metaphysics 21(1)


Doveton, D. (1994) 'Marx and Engels on democracy', History of Political Thought 15:4  

3. Critique of the modern democratic state 2

What does Marx mean by comparing the modern state to heaven in 'On The Jewish Question'? What in general is 'political emancipation' and why is it inadequate for Marx? How is the divide between 'civil society and the state related to the dichotomy in the modern individual between egoism and morality? What has Marx got against human rights? What would 'human emancipation' look like?
*
'On The Jewish Question' [late 1843], in CE

*
'Contribution to a Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right: Introduction' (the '1843 Introduction') [Dec 1843], in CE


On the Jewish Question:


Leopold, D. (2007) The Young Karl Marx: German Philosophy, Modern Politics, and Human Flourishing, ch. 3


The separation of state and civil society:


Marx [1844] 
'Critical marginal notes on 'The King of Prussia and social reform'' 


Löwith, K. (1967) From Hegel to Nietzsche pt. 2 ch. 1 'The problem of bourgeois society'


Thomas, P. (1980) Karl Marx and the Anarchists, pp. 56-64


Wood, E.M. (1981) 'The separation of the economic and the political in capitalism', New Left Review 127, revised as ch. 1 of her Democracy Against Capitalism [el]


Rights and Marx:


Leopold, D. (2007) The Young Karl Marx: German Philosophy, Modern Politics, and Human Flourishing, pp. 150-163


Lefort, C. [1980] 'Politics and human rights', in his The Political Forms of Modern Society, available at http://www.geocities.com/~johngray/impl13.htm

Pierson, C. (1989) 'Marxism and rights', in M. Cowling and L. Wilde (eds.) Approaches to Marx
4. Species-being and alienation

What does Marx mean by saying that humans are species-beings in 1844? What does 'alienated' or 'estranged' labour consist in? What does Marx mean when he says that alienated labour is the original cause of private property? In what sense is alienated labour a necessary precondition for communism for Marx? Does he think of capital as a partial realisation of species-being?

(A note on translations of Entäusserung and Entfremdung: CE, CW3, and Marx: Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, Lawrence and Wishart, all translate Entäusserung as 'alienation' and Entfremdung as 'estrangement', in contrast to Miller in his translation of Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit, who translates Entäusserung as 'externalisation', 'divestment' or 'kenosis', and Entfremdung as 'alienation'. Nicolaus's translation of the Grundrisse, Penguin, translates Entäusserung as 'divestment'. For other translators' practice see C. Arthur, Dialectics of Labour, 'Appendix'. Below I use 'alienation' as a vague term to cover both concepts; Wood also follows this practice).
*
Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts [Apr-Aug 1844] from section on alienated labour to the section on money, CE 322-379

*
'Notes on James Mill' (or 'On James Mill' or 'Excerpt-notes on James Mill Elements d'Economie Politique' etc.) [late 1844], in CE

*
The German Ideology [1845-46] ch. 1, passage on fixation of social activity as an alien power (CW5 pp. 46-52, The German Ideology ed. C. Arthur pp. 52-57, MS pp. 168-172, SW1 pp 34-40)

Supplementary texts:


Feuerbach, The Essence of Christianity, introduction, §1, available at http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/feuerbach/works/essence/ec01_1.htm. Immediate source of Marx's concept of humans as species-beings


Aristotle, Politics, book 1 chs. 1-2

Species-being and alienation:


Wood, A. (1981) Karl Marx, chs. 1-3 


Arthur, C.J. (1986) Dialectics of Labour: Marx and his Relation to Hegel, chs. 1-2


Specifically on species-being:


Nasser, A.G. (1975) 'Marx's ethical anthropology', Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 35(4) (section 1 of this article) [el]


Mahowald, M.B. (1973) 'Marx's "Gemeinschaft": another interpretation', Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 33  [el]



Dyer-Witheford, N. (2004) '1844/2004/2044: the return of species-being', Historical Materialism 12(4) [el]


Chitty, A. (1997) 'First person plural ontology and praxis', Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society 97(1) [el]


Chitty, A. (2009) 'Species-being and capital', in A. Chitty and M. McIvor (eds.) Karl Marx and Contemporary Philosophy, available at
https://studydirect.sussex.ac.uk/file.php/7650/Chitty_2009_Species-being_and_capital.doc

Specifically on alienation:

+
Wolff, J. (1992) 'Playthings of alien forces: Karl Marx and the rejection of the market economy', Cogito 6(1), reprinted in N. Warburton (ed.) Philosophy: Basic Readings, 1999, available at
https://studydirect.sussex.ac.uk/file.php/7650/Wolff_1992_Playthings_of_alien_forces.pdf
+
Inwood, M. (1992) A Hegel Dictionary pp. 35-38. Very useful on alienation in Hegel.


Schmitt, R. (1996) 'Marx's concept of alienation', Topoi 15(2) [el]


Löwith, K. (1954) 'Man's self-alienation in the early writings of Marx', Social Research 21, reprinted in Löwith's Nature, History and Existentialism, and in Jessop and Malcolm-Brown eds. Karl Marx's Social and Political Thought: Critical Assessments [el]

5. Communism and freedom

How does Marx conceive communism as the realisation of species being? What is his conception of freedom?

*
Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts, passages on socialism and communism

*
'Notes on James Mill', the last few paragraphs

*
Critique of the Gotha Programme [1875] part 1, at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1875/gotha/ch01.htm

Supplementary texts:


Freedom and community in German idealism (extracts from Kant, Fichte, Hegel, Feuerbach), available at
https://studydirect.sussex.ac.uk/file.php/7650/Freedom_and_community_in_German_idealism.doc

Communism:


Arthur, C.J. (1986) Dialectics of Labour, ch. 3 


Avineri, S. (1968) The Social and Political Thought of Karl Marx, pp. 114-117, 174-182 


McLellan, D. (1969) 'Marx's view of the unalienated society', Review of Politics 31(4) [el]


Cohen, G.A. (1878) Karl Marx's Theory of History, pp. 129-33, 'Communism as the liberation of the content'

Berki, R.N. (1990) 'Through and through Hegel: Marx's road to communism', Political Studies 38  

Freedom:


Maidan, M. (1989) 'Alienated labour and free activity in Marx's thought', Political Science 41(1), available at
https://studydirect.sussex.ac.uk/file.php/7650/Maidan_1989_Alienated_labour_and_free_activity.pdf

Lukes, S. (1984) Marxism and Morality, esp. ch. 5. On freedom in Marx.


Heller, A. (1982) 'Marx and the "liberation of humankind"', Philosophy and Social Criticism 9(3-4) [el]
6. Theory of history

What distinguishes one set of social relations of production from another? What drives human history forward for Marx? Does the idea of species-being still implicitly inform his theory of history in 1845? Is Marx a modernist? Are Marx's concepts of human society and human history in 1845 'productivist'? Are they sexist? 

*
'Theses on Feuerbach' [1845], especially the sixth thesis

*
The German Ideology [1845-46], part 1 'Feuerbach', and passages on the concept of 'man' as an expression of prevailing social relations, CW5 pp. 183-4, 432, and on social relations and ideas, CW5 pp. 362 (supplied)

*
Letter to Annenkov [28 Dec 1846], in editions of selected correspondence, also at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1846/letters/46_12_28.htm
*
The Communist Manifesto [1848], chs. 1-2

*
Preface to Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy [1859] (the '1859 Preface')


Species-being and freedom in Marx's theory of history:

+
Roberts, M. (1996) Analytical Marxism: A Critique, pp. 52-59. Clear summary of Cohen's account of productive forces and relations of production


Cohen, G.A. (1978) Karl Marx's Theory of History, ch. 1


Cohen, G.A. (1974) 'Marx's dialectic of labour', Philosophy and Public Affairs 3, slightly revised as ch. 10 of Cohen's History, Labour and Freedom [el]


Althusser, L. [1964] 'Marxism and humanism', in his For Marx

Tucker, R.C. (1968) 'Marx and the end of history', Diogenes 16(64) [el]


Marx as modernist:


McIvor, M. (forthcoming, 2009) 'Marx's philosophical modernism: post-Kantian foundations of historical materialism', in A. Chitty and M. McIvor (eds) Karl Marx and Contemporary Philosophy, available at
https://studydirect.sussex.ac.uk/file.php/7650/McIvor_2009_Marxs_philosophical_modernism.doc

Cannon, B. (2005) 'Retrieving the normative content of Marxism: from a transhistorical to a modern conception of self-constitution', Historical Materialism 13(3) [el]



Marx as productivist or masculinist:


Baudrillard, J. [1973] The Mirror of Production, tr. 1975, chs. 1-2, available at
https://studydirect.sussex.ac.uk/file.php/7650/Baudrillard_1973_The_Mirror_of_Production_chs_1-2.pdf

Gorz, A. (1989) Critique of Economic Reason, introduction, chs. 1-2


Di Stefano, C. (1991) 'Masculine Marx' in M. Shanley and C. Pateman eds. Feminist Interpretations and Political Theory

O'Brien, M. (1993) 'Reproducing Marxist man', in L. Clark and L. Lange eds. The Sexism of Social and Political Theory: Women and Reproduction from Plato to Nietzsche
7. Commodity, value, and abstract labour

What is a commodity? What are concrete and abstract labour? What is the value-form? What is the labour theory of value? Why should it be true?

*
Capital, vol. 1 (first edition, 1867) ch. 1 'The commodity', in A. Dragstedt tr. Value: Studies by Marx 1976, pp. 7-34 only, from Study Direct
*
Letter to Kugelmann [11 July 1868], in editions of selected correspondence, also at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1868/letters/68_07_11.htm

Supplementary text:


Capital, vol. 1 ch. 1 secs. 1-3, Penguin (4th edition, 1873), sections 1-3 only


Rubin, I.I. [1928] Essays on Marx's Theory of Value, chs 1, 12, 14. See also the introduction by F. Perlman. (NB Beware of Rubin's extended usage of 'commodity fetishism')


Commodities and value-form:


Mohun, S. (1994) 'Value, value-form and money' in S. Mohun ed. Debates in Value Theory


Anton, A. (1974) 'Commodities and exchange', Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 34 [el]


Chitty, A. (2000) 'Social and physical form: Ilyenkov on the ideal and Marx on the value-form', in V. Oittinen ed., Evald Ilyenkov's Philosophy Revisited, Helsinki (secs. 1-2 of the article)


Abstract labour:


Rubin, I.I. [1927] 'Abstract labour and value in Marx's system', Capital and Class 5, 1978, reprinted in S. Mohun ed. Debates in Value Theory 1994 


Colletti, L. [1968] 'Bernstein and the Marxism of the Second International' in From Rousseau to Lenin  


The labour theory of value:


Wage-Labour and Capital [1847]


Wages Price and Profit [1865]


Rubin, I.I. [1928] Essays on Marx's Theory of Value, 1973, ch. 17


Cohen, G.A. (1979) 'The labour theory of value and the concept of exploitation', Philosophy and Public Affairs 8:4, reprinted in J. Cohen et al. eds. Marx Justice and History, and in I. Steedman ed. The Value Controversy, revised version in Cohen's History, Labour and Freedom
8. Fetishism


What is the fetishism of commodities? What causes it? Who does it affect? Is there a difference between it and the 'fetish-character' of the commodity? What is capital fetishism?

*
Capital, vol. 1 (first edition, 1867) ch. 1 'The commodity', in A. Dragstedt tr. Value: Studies by Marx 1976, pp. 34-40

*
Capital, vol. 1 ch. 1 secs. 1-3, Penguin (4th edition, 1873), section 4

*
Capital, vol.3, ch. 48 'The trinity formula' (On fetishism of capital and land)


The nature of fetishism:


Geras, N. (1971) 'Essence and appearance: aspects of fetishism in Marx's Capital', New Left Review 65, also in Geras's Literature of Revolution, and as 'Marx and the critique of political economy' in R. Blackburn ed. Ideology and Social Science [el]


Cohen, G.A. (1978) Karl Marx's Theory of History, ch. 5


Carver, T. (1975) 'Marx's commodity fetishism', Inquiry 18 (with reply by U. Steinvorth in Inquiry 19, 1976)


Fetishism and political agency:


Johnson, C. (1980) 'The problem of reformism and Marx's theory of fetishism', New Left Review 119 [el]


Rosen, M. (1996) 'Essence and appearance', in his On Voluntary Servitude


Dimoulis, D. and Milios, J. (2004) 'Commodity fetishism vs. capital fetishism: Marxist interpretations vis-à-vis Marx's analyses in Capital', Historical Materialism 12(3) [el]


Wayne, M. (2005) 'Fetishism and ideology: a reply to Dimoulis and Milios', Historical Materialism 13(3) [el]

9. Capital, self-valorisation and subsumption


What is capital? What is self-valorisation? What is the difference between formal and real subsumption? What is the overall dynamic of capitalism? In what sense is capital a 'subject'? 

*
'Wage-labour and capital', sec. 3, first two pages (CW9 pp. 211-2, SW1 pp. 159-60, MS p. 255-7)

*
Capital vol. 1 chs. 2-4, 'Results of the immediate process of production'


The dynamic of capital and real subsumption:


Arthur, C. (2001) 'The spectral ontology of value', Radical Philosophy 107, also in A. Brown et al. eds. Critical Realism and Marxism 2001, shorter version as 'The spectre of capital', ch. 8 of his The New Dialectic and Marx's Capital 2002  


Murray, P. (2004) 'The social and material transformation of production by capital: formal and real subsumption in Capital volume 1', in R. Bellofiore and N. Taylor eds. The Constitution of Capital: Essays on Volume 1 of Capital


Postone, M. (1993) Time, Labour and Social Domination, chs. 8-9

The capitalist formation of human beings:


The German Ideology, CW5, pp. 46-47, 60-61, 78-81, 213, 245-256, 439

Grundrisse, pp. 156-165, 239-247, 297, 459-465, 471-497, 541, 717-718  


Sayer, D. (1991) Capitalism and Modernity: An Excursus on Marx and Weber, ch. 2 'Power and the subject'  


Rikowski, G. (2003) 'Marx and the future of the human', Historical Materialism 11(2) [el]


On capital as subject:


Arthur, C. (2001) ‘The spectral ontology of value’, Radical Philosophy 107, also in A. Brown et al. (eds.) Critical Realism and Marxism 2001 [el – for Radical Philosophy use subscription number 288640]


Knafo, S. (2002) ‘The fetishising subject of Marx’s Capital’, Capital and Class76 [el]


Postone, M. (2003) ‘Lukacs and the dialectical critique of capitalism’, in R. Albritton and J. Simoulidis (eds) New Dialectics and Political Economy   

Excursus: the method of Capital

'Introduction' to the Grundrisse (or '1857 Introduction') [1857] section on 'The method of political economy' (also in MS, and in T. Carver ed. Karl Marx: Texts on Method, with a commentary)


Capital vol. 1, Prefaces and 1873 Afterword (or Postface)


Letter to Lassalle [22 Feb 1858], in editions of selected correspondence, also at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1858/letters/58_02_22.htm

Sayer, D. (1979) Marx's Method, 2nd ed. 1983, ch. 4 esp. sec. 2


Arthur, C.J. (2006) ‘The inner totality of capitalism’, Historical Materialism 14 (3) [el]


Campbell, M. (1993) ‘Marx’s concept of economic relations and the method of Capital’, in Moseley (ed.) Marx’s Method in Capital: A Re-examination


Bubner, R. (1988) ‘Logic and capital: on the method of a ‘critique of political economy’’, in his Essays in Hermeutics and Social Theory, tr. 1988

Smith, T. (2003) ‘On the homology thesis’, Historical Materialism 11(1) [el]

Andrew Chitty

15 January 2009
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