Stellar Structure, Handout 7


Opacity plots
Bound-free opacity: frequency dependence
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This shows the absorption from neutral atomic hydrogen, showing the various absorption edges, corresponding to ionisation from different energy levels.
Bound-free and free-free opacity: wavelength dependence
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This is the opacity for the negative H ion, which has an ionisation potential of 0.75 eV. The total opacity in the red part of the spectrum is roughly constant.
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