Stellar Structure, Handout 5
Nuclear Binding Energy
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Fig. 37.

The (schematic) binding energy per nucleon as a function of atomic mass; Q is

measured in MeV. The true curve is much more irregular but has the overall properties
shown.
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The schematic curve is from Tayler’s book; the detailed one is taken from the web site of Vik Dhillon, University of Sheffield: http://www.shef.ac.uk/physics/people/vdhillon/teaching/phy213/phy213_fusion1.html


