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[image: image1.jpg]Figure 2: Neutron-star and black-hole masses
obtained from the literature (Stairs 2004, McClintock
and Remillard 2005, and references therein). The
neutron stars, especially the binary radio pulsars (at
the bottom), occupy a relatively narrow mass range
near 1.35 M. The X-ray pulsars {to the middie)

show a wider spread, including two systems with a
neutron-star mass near 2 M, Such a high neutron-
star mass would rule out a soft equation of state.
The black-hole candidates (at the top) are significant-
ly more massive, indicative of a different formation
mechanism.
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Figure from The ESO Messenger, December 2006, Volume 126, p.29

