Mental representations and consciousness 


lecture 1
MIND-BODY PROBLEM:

What is the relationship between consciousness and the physical world?

DUALISM

substance dualism    vs    property dualism

epiphenomenalism    vs    interactionism

Arguments for dualism:

1) Qualia:

The experience of e.g. red is nothing like a bunch of neurons

2) parapsychology

Arguments against dualism:

1) the neural dependence of all known mental phenomena

2) explanatory power

3) evolution

MONISM:

idealism:  Only mind exists

materialism: Only the physical world exists


Identity theory: mental states are physical states of the brain.

FUNCTIONALISM

Mental states are functional states (software compared to hardware).

Arguments against:

1) Inverted spectra: could not my red quale become my blue quale while my red and blue mental states have the same causal relationships with other states?

 2) zombies: Could there not be a system with all the right functional relationships but just no qualia?

HIGHER-ORDER THOUGHT THEORY

(Rosenthal, 1986, 2000; Carruthers, 1992, 2000)

What makes a mental state a conscious mental state?

0) There can be unconscious thinking.

1) To be conscious of X, one must either perceive X or think about X.

2) To be conscious of a mental state, one must think about that mental state (i.e. have a second order thought: A thought about a thought).

3) A conscious mental state is a mental state of which one is conscious.

4) The necessary and sufficient condition to having a conscious mental state is to have a second order thought about that mental state.

the thought "there is an apply in front of me" is not a conscious mental state.

the thought "I see that there is an apple in front of me" makes one consciously aware of there being an apple in front of you.

Explanatory power:

1) I see that there is an apple in front of me: awareness of seeing

2) I see that there is an apple in front of me: awareness of I

3) Qualia:

what does it mean to say what something is like? 

have to represent the current mental state and compare it with others.

Representations portray the world as being a certain way; to represent that a mental state is representational is to appreciate it makes the world seem a certain way: qualia.

(Carruthers)

4)  volitional states are conscious

5) subjective threshold and volitional control in subliminal perception and implicit learning research

REPRESENTATION
What is a representation?

Something physical (the representational medium) that is about something else (the representational content). 

Representations:

0) have aboutness (intentionality)

1) can be about the referent without the referent being about them (asymmetry)

2) can refer to a unique referent

3) can misrepresent

4) can be about non-existent objects or events

How?

i) Intention?

But cannot explain mental representations: Cognitive psychology would be impossible!

ii) similarity?

But cannot explain asymmetry and misrepresentation

ii) Correlation?

But cannot explain asymmetry and misrepresentation

iii) Functional role?

E.g. Dretske (1988): A represents B just in case A has the function of indicating B. For example, if a pattern of neuronal activity has the function of indicating cats, then it represents “cat”.

Relation between representation and consciousness

(Brentano: "aboutness" distinguishes the mental from the physical)

