SECOND YEAR PSYCHOLOGY EXAMINATION 2002

RESEARCH METHODS II

There are four sections to this paper: I, II, III, and IV. Each section carries 25% of the marks. You are advised to spend an equal amount of time on each section; i.e. 30 minutes per section, unless you complete a section in less time. 

Maximum for the whole paper: 100 marks.

Each section carries 25 marks.

I Definitions

25 marks:

2.5 marks per question:

0 = completely irrelevant, no answer, or deeply wrong

1 = on the right track, partly there, but not the full concept

2 = (for answers that can show degrees of depth), good enough understanding for a second year undergrad;

2.5 = (straight forward questions) correct; (for answers that can show degrees of depth) deeper than average understanding

II Write a results section.

25 marks:

giving a table of means and SDs, clearly labelled (not with numbers but names) to an accuracy of an appropriate number of decimal places. (Or a figure with error bars.)

4 marks

stating that the assumptions were or were not satisfied.

2 marks

presenting the ANOVA results correctly, i.e. stating the names of the IVs and their levels, the name of the DV, the type of ANOVA (within-subjects, between-subjects, or mixed), the  right degrees of freedom for each effect, Fs to two decimal places, and p to 2 significant figures where possible.

12 marks
Correct post hoc analysis of any significant  interaction. Given the experimenter's hypothesis, the interaction should be analysed with the corresponding simple effects.

5 marks

Correct report and interpretation of any post hoc analyses required for any simple effects performed.

2 marks
III Critique of a discussion

25 marks: 5 marks for each paragraph considered. In each paragraph, these five marks are distributed over 1 to 3 points I have noted down (there may be nothing wrong with the paragraph, in which there are five marks for simply saying "fair comment").
IV Graphs
5 marks for each graph.

For the first three graphs (two-way designs), all named effects must be present and all effects that should be absent must be absent to get any marks. Deduct a mark for each axis not labelled clearly.

For the last two graphs (three-way designs), one point for each named effect shown in the graph, even if other effects are also shown. Deduct 0.5 marks for each axis not clearly labelled.

